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BQUITABLE ASKS RELIEF,

FILES REPLY TO MAYER.

Socicty  Admits. Charges Against
Directors and Officials.

AD AnSWET Was filed yesterday by the Equita-
gie life Assurance Socviety to the sult instl-
suted against it by Attorney Geners] Jullus 2L
Mayer. in behalf of “The People of the State
of New-York.” To the surprise of all con- |
cernsd. The society, as now constituted, joins
slth in its prayer for rvellef. Ths
gartling admisgion is made in the answer that
grinin officiale of the Equitable have been .
guiits of Improper and unlawful acts, both In |
pespect 1o matters specified in “the vomplaint |
gnd otherwise. The soclety, according to ita |
goewer, also joins with the State in asking tant |
the courts pass upon the much involved ques- |

L

State

1lon of the soctely’s enormous surplus,
The answer wae filed vesterday with Atlorney |
Genern! Mayer, at his office In Albany.

In all. thirteen ~harges are answered by the |
@irectors.  They admit the 250000 joan to the |
Depew  Improvement Company. They adamit

the $G55.00G loan of the Mercantile Trus: Comn-
peny. but walve responsibility in this loan so
far aF the board of directors is concerned, and |
indicate Messrs. Alexander, Jorden and Deming

as the persons having the most intimate knowl-
edge of these transactions |

™ harge that excessive sglorles were pald |
1o officers of the Eguftable ‘s not directly an-

but admission I8 made that, under gulse
given to certain
directors in |
the answer states |
the

gwered
of
Eq

other

snizries, pxcessive fans were

officials

nmpanies,

who were alen

In defence

e

weres not known

Lo

that theses practices
whole hoard of directors

Cutlining their belief o the best pe
gursue in fixing the blame for the |
scandals. the dlrectors say, first, that the blame= }

v ol

8 v

Hiable

for alleged cases of misconduct will be found |
to rest on individunl officers, and not on the !
direciors a8 a8 body, Having made this ex-

pienation, the answer then admiiz in a general

way the wrongdoings charged. |
MORTON VERIFIEE ANSBWER.

which

The final paragraph of the answer, ®

especi=ily significant when it is umdersiond that |
while not & defendant, verified it |

Fau! Morton
& president, reads

In respect to many of the matiers and things
#t forth in the complaint this defendant is im-
perfectly informed, though belleving that many
of the materin] allegations are substantially
true, and that by the negligent conduct and im-
PrOper & i acts of some of the defend-
ants in f thelr ofMicial dutles, es-

~rialls o some among those who formerly
v offirers of this soclety und active members

wriAn it tes both in respect to
in the complaint and in
defendant has been grea:ly

engaged in
all said
with a view
soclety agalpst
gecount to it by
s defendant joins
1 this action, and
and interests 1p
jndgment of the

of

Its rights

in Broadway were
Mercantlle Safe
but it {s denied
was made James H.
W liliam Alexander,
P. Snyder, Thomas
Alexander, Henry R
and William H. Mc-
il directors in the
(ompany

harges that a leass was
society with =y
to the great
giving

H i= N
i tive this lease
Alezander,

L. Ine

e jers
safe Dreposit
Hexstion

P

MLTEY
soclety,

as Superintendent Heti-
his report, that for near
ancy the safe debosit
Equitable only £3.463 49
was pald for alterations and
to the premises Meantime the
paying large dilvidends to its
nong whom were James H.
Alexander, William Alexan-
Tarbell, Valentine P. Snyder,
Jordan, Charles RB. Alexander,
inthron, Alvin W. Krech and Will-
tyre, officers and directors and
rommittess of the Eguitable,

With cert
rmade thar <}

Leposit

reservations, admission is then
e capital stock of the Missouri Safe
mpany was scguired by the Equl-
table society, which pald §250) a share for shares
value of $100. The reservations in
f the Egquitable in connection with this
include an assertion that these allega-
tionx are true in reapect to certaln of the Equl-
officers, but that the alleged purchases
were never known to the whole board,
The reply admits excessive and unwarranted
lonns to agents. The directors further admit
that the officers permitted Improper ad-
vances to agents may have been gullty of grave
errors of judgment, butl assert that they have
no information sufficlent to form a bellef that
hese officers were knowingly guilty.

stances gre oited In which the system of
advances 10 agents is necessary and
reasonable Hmits The consoli-

ain

if n LAY
favor
charge

who

meking

thin

of the Weatern Nutional Bank of the

f New-York with the National Bank of

the U'nited States of Xew-York, by which the
Equitable soclety lost money and some of its
direciors made n profit, is also admitted. The
firertnrs egavy, howerar, that the responsibility
divided among those individual de-

ts who “directly participated in, or had,

¢ reason of thelr oMcial duties and position

| the Plunger was put through all of her pRCes

| an inkling of his intention of taking o trip In her

| high rolling over the green deck of the boat,

| after the trip sald that the President

huve had, knowledge of the trans-
ble of alleged improper salaries to
Equiteble officlals which was embodied in the
Bwie's charges I8 declared to be o true state-
ment of the figures. A direct admission is then
made 1hut these sums were pald without suf-
fickent vouchers or audit, but the directors say
thelr opinton 18 reserved as to whether “such
ums were large, and in all cases unwarranted.”
Admissions of greater latitude. however, are
mad, n the subiject of pensions, and to the
Charges that money, under the guise of fees,
"B received by directors and stockholders who
"ere simultaneourly officers of the Equitable
A other corporations.  After admitting that
"." f = were received, as charged, the
=iy stalss
1\}]“”‘“ ...-11!'.'.;:; -.]:f".‘ld-uﬂh were fgnorarvt of
Trgh o m.‘f.:-”;-h1-‘:“'rrt:- n.--’r of a charac-
M rectora ] ) whole board of
Furtl
_' " -.-.“-rl:!-“...:, '-. a reply slates “Some of =aid
== 'ound 1o be justifinlile, others ex-
o ietncrs ¢ :' :‘:.-'j'?":tu'-: " Deplal s made of
dkefl _u.aﬂ-‘-n sufficlent to fnrul
¥ lhe payment of attorneys
Qirpruportionate to the services
ADMITS THE S50 LOAN i
i '-J"L' up t SIS ARN joan of the Mercantile i
Trust Company, an sdmission of fis existones In |

made but the

direciors deny that they improp-
thix transaction, and gay

eriy permitted

These trans
fondant's
fendne

actions never came before this de-
board directorg, and, as this de-
i Informe! and bolieves, were known

fontinucd an sccund page.
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OLORADO AND RETURN,

Ivfarmation, T[98 11530 Broucway
» Brosklyn.—-Advt.

|

! he'a River.
| jeaders here are that whey have stopped the work. |
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PRESIDENT ON PLUNGER.

UTES |

UNDER WATER 50 MI

He Pulls the Lever and Runs Hu':
Boat—"Tickled to Death.” i
|
|
|

'y Telegraph to The Tribune |

L]
H Aug.

|
Oyster Bay, 25.—Presldent Roosevelt
went <own in the submarine bout Plunger this
af:l‘.‘['.:uln while & strong nertheast wind kicked
up & nasty ken and sent the whitscaps rolling |
high over 114

it made severnl dives,

the bey. wits In the vessel while

il was under water al-
fogether
He left

fifty minutes,
Hill 34 o'clock, and
took the Syiph's lnunch, the Dart, which carried
him “he I¥ing beside

wenl

Sagminors about

L0 submarins:, the tug
aboard at once

and the geutile was closed, Accompanied by the

Apachg ]

President

Apache, the boat proceeded up the Sound to a
point apposite the entranes to Oyster Bay, There

for the benefit of the President. She dove, she

reanpeara! on the surface, she went forward

and then reversed her engines, both above and
below the

surface. Fimally, every light was ex-

tinguished and the boat went through many of |

her performunces in total darkness.
No one except President Roosevelt and Lieu-
tenant Nelson, commander of the Plunger, had

ihis afternoon, and certainly no one dreamed that
the Presiden: would go beneath the surface in

the face of a breeze which sent waves five feet

A member of the craw who visited the village
‘ran the

boat” most of the time that he was ahsard and
beneath the surface of the water.

“The President pulled the lever that controls
the whole maehinery,” said one of the Plunger's
sailors. “He was tickled to death with every-
thine. and seemed to catch in a jiffy. He
wirked the levers that let the water in fore and
aft, gulded her, started her, stopped her, pressed

(i1}

the hutton that put owt the lHghts and then
lighted them again.”
Altogether the President was on board for

three hours, fifty minutes of which were spant
beneath the

The first Intimation that Acting Secretary
Barnes had of the trip was at 8 o'elock this
evening. when he called up Sagamore Hill to
learn the programme for to-morrow's exgadi-
tion, when the President will view the Plung=r
from the Sylph. The President announced the
plan of the manwuvres, and added

“Here's a llttle stury for the newspaper boys.
I went out on the Plung=r this afternoon my-

surface

self. went down in her, and was immensely
impressed with the bhoat and with the way In
which she was handled”

The President\ then deseribed o Mr, Barnes
the various movements of the boat while he was
on board. A depth of thirty or forty feet.was
reached before the Plunger struck bottom. Then
she came to the surface, dove porpolse fashlon,
that is, eame to the surface for four or flve sec-
cnds, Jong enough for the man in command to
#lght an enemy, and dove again. The Plunger
reversed her course in the space of a minute,
ecame to the surface, dove half way to the bot-
tom, and there remained motionless, show |
how, if necessary, the could remalu for
hours waiting for a blockading squadron to
reach a given point. The Hghts were put out.
and the boat was mancuvred in the darkness to
show how thoroughly the erew knew their busi-
ness, and that they could work perf=ctly without
the ald of a light

After the mancseuvres the Plunger was brought
back to her anchornge below Segamore Hill
Refore leaving the submarine, Presldent Roage-
velt shook hands with Lieutenant Nelson and
the ten members of his crew, and complimented
them on their skiil and the ease with which
they worked thelr boat.

ARRESTED FOR PEONAGE.

boa !

Five Planters Charged with Off ence
Against One Negro.

{By Telegraph to The Tribune)
Memphils, Aug. 25.—Five Lafoyelte
Miss.. planters, charged with peonage, have heen
.‘!rrust;d by the federal authorities In that State.
The five offences were committed on one negro,
whom the white men seem to have held and
worked by turns. Three of the plantars are
wealthy brothers, owning a sawmill, as well ns
plantations, They worked the negro in the mill
and farms. tutning him over, it is =aid, to the
other two, when they needed him. Tt i= alleged
that they sald they were holding and working
the man for debts due the five Thi= 2 the first
case in that sectlon.

SCENIC RAILWAY CRASH.

County,

Pleasure Seekers in  “Dragon’s

Gorge” Painfully Injured.
in “The
at

snd two ©ars

A rear eolllsion of
Dragon's Gorge,” the new
Luna Park. nearly threw the crowd into a panic
last night at 7:30 o'clock. and resulted in pain-
ful injuries to a dozen persons

The colllsion came without a gecond’s warn-
ing. A car loaded to Its eapacity came down the
second incline with a terrific- Impetus. and
erashed Into the car ahead The shrieks ur!
thoss who were In the cars were heard by the
smssengers on passing cers, nnd In a few min-

seenle rallway

uies the crowd about th: place wses on the
verge of panic.
Tne accldent was caused by sllppery tracks.

Dr. Clay and Dr. Morrison, of the Coney Islaml
Reception Hospital, treated the (njured whao
were later sent to Manhattan in carriages. No
one was serlously hurt.

STRIKE ON GOVERNMENT.

Ironworkers Stop Construction. of
United States Lock.

[Ry Telegraph to The Tribune | |
plttsburg. Aug. 35 —The United Siates govern-

ment has taken cognlzance of the sirike of the apy-
the American Bridge Company The
workmen here have mado an attempt to stop the
government work at Lock Xo. 2 on the Mononga-
In fact, the clalms made by the strike

ployes of

In any #venl Major W, L. Fiberi, In command of
ers a1 FPlttsburg. has taken the case up
:’::E";'::ui sume of the sirike leaders before I1In;; 'R‘_l‘
{here are only forty-threc members of the Siruet-
ural Tron Workers in Pittsburg directly affecied Ly
the strike, the government will hardly allow the
work to be stopped entirely. The strike leaders
tave demanded fatly that the government rake (s
work out of the hand=s of the American Hridge

Company e

One Night to Chleago

Hy the Twentieth Ceatury Limlied of the New-
York Central Lines. leave New York 3w e M,
arrive +'hicago £330 next morning. The fastest 1hou-
sand mile ride in the world.—Advt.

regarding the cotion crop report

—THIRTY

Tribune, ==

I}A( 3 ES._Q- Thf%ﬁiﬂ'ki::—:-.su

THE SUBMARINE PLUNGER.

In which Presldent Roosevelt went down three times yesterday at Oyster Bay.

E.S.

THOLMES, JR. INDICTED

Conspiracy to cfraud the Govern-

ment the Formal Charge.
Washington, Aug. 25 —Edwin 8. Holmes, jr., |

of this clty, until recently the associnte statisti- |

cian of the Department of Asrievlture, Lut
was dismissad as an owteome of the investiga-
tion of the leakage In the cotton crop reports,
has been Indicted by the grand jury on a charge

This

of consplracy to de
announcement

2kl the government,
was made to-night by
States District Attorney Morgan H. Beach just
after he had retutned from New York, where ha
kas been Instrumental in using the arrest
Frederick A. Peckham, the New-York hroker,
at Saratoga, and Moses Hasgs, of New-York.
There mdictnients the

sharges agalnst three

af

dra Iwo Covering.

the men

who |

PLAN TO IMPEACH MAYOR.

Atlanta Councilmen Feel He Has
Disgraced the City.

Ay Telegraph to The Tribune
Atlanta, Aug. 25.—James G. Woodward, At-
lanta's Maver, will he impeached as the result

| of his attack on Mavor Dunne of Chicago at the
| Municipal League Conventlon at Toledo, Ohio.

United |

At a secret caucus, held this afternoon, by a
majority of the members of the General Coun-
cil, It was decided to impeach the Mayor, and

| to puss a resolution apolegizing to members of

AMr. Beach sald to-night that Holmes, who has |

heen away from Washingion for some ti . will
be here to-morrow morning to answer to the
Indictment

Section 5440, of the Revised Statutes, under
which Holmes is indicted, and which, It Ig unp
derstood forms the gravamen of the charge
against the three men, provides that if two or |
more persong conspire oither to commit any of-
fence against the United States or to defrand

manner. and one or

to efNoet

the "'nited States in
maore such
Jeet of the conspiracy, all the
shall be

SIAHMY and

any
the ob-

persons do any act

penalty of not
than  $10,000
than

conspiracy liable (o a
ot

for

than more
and to Im
yeara,

The
the charges

lers

sanment not more twao

of the Sapyiee on

alleging

Heorel nEents
advance Information
had been given

that

report

that

asseried

to cotion brokers in New-York
Holmes had communicat=d advance informa-
tion to L. . Van Riper. n New-York broker,

and Moses Haas, of New-York, whom, Mr. Van
Riper sald, acted as & go-between in convey hug

Information from Holmes (0 other New-York
brokers. Mr. Van Riper, according to the re-
port of the Becret Service ngents, sald he be-
came acquainted with Holmes !n New-York in
August, 1804, through an “mutual friend.” -
cording te this testlimony, Holmes told Vi

Riper that h2 could get information concerning
the government crop report, principally through
the reporia of the general agents and their re-
ports of the Stnte agents. Van Riper, il iz al-
leged, sald Holmes furnished him with informa-
tlon from time to thine, for several months in ad-
vance of the publication of official figures, anid
that the informntion furmi=hed by Holimes cor-
responded exactly with the flgures afterward
published as the officlal crop report.

After the sul f the

report of the Se
dis-

mission of

eret Service a 1= Holines was promptly

mirged, and later the testimony taken by them
wans turned over to the Department of Justice,
with 1 view to the criminal prosecution of th:

persons alleged 1o be involved in the leak

—_——

MR. HAAS SURRENDERS.

Held in $10000 Bail for Hearing

in Cotton Leal: Case.

Moses Haas, Indicted by the r=deral grand
jury with Frederick Peckham for alleged com-
plieity in the cotton Tl ndals, surrendered
himeell yesterday to 1'n 1 States Murshal
Henkel,

The compliint aguinst Haas charges o viola-

tion of Section 5 44Lof the Revised Federal Stat-
I that Edward 8, Holmes, jr., e
tered Into an uniawfuol with Haans
and Peekham to divulge to them certain figurss
fact of the published
erop reports. In furtherance of this conspir
the complaint s«ts forth, Holres sent on August
6, 14k, 4 tilegram to Louls ¢ Van Ripper, of
this city
The April ts

<

uies

conspiracy

cotton

¥,

and in advanes

rm of the federal grand jury ln-

dicted Holnies, Peckham and Haas, and bench
:

warrants were Issued on August )

When Haas was formolly arrs e lors
Commis=ioner Eitcheock his lnwy Alter,
said that. In the absence of a federnl judyge, he
did not wish to pgo furiher inte the case than
the fixing of bal, 0 nd asked for an adjournrent
until Monday, when Haas will appear Iy
Judge Holt, in the United States Distriet «
Bail was fixed at S10.000.  Aaron Hirschberg be-
came hondsmai. : ,

Mr. Wise. the Assistant United States District
Attorney, in speaking of the case, sidd that he
did not know where Holmes was now Alr
Hans declined ta talk about the case, further
then to say that he merely walted to consult h:.u
lawyer, when he lenrned of the wariant for 1':..4
arrest, before giving himaelf up. He denled the
accuration, and s;nI'I thut the trial would show

= wholly Innocent. 2
mlrr :: E!‘xl:-??mls that the governgnent will a=k
for a warrant of removal to Wasnington, when
the formal arraienment before Judge HHolt taaes
place on next Monday M. Alter woultdl nol Say
whether he would vppose the granting of such i

warrant,

the unicipal League. and te Mayor Dunne, in
particular.

The oplnfon of the councilmen (s that by no
other method can the city atone for the insult
which, it ia felt here by the officials, was glven
to every city represented.  Cltlzens generally are
indignant hiz conduect, and there {8 no at-
tempt to defend the Mayor, even by those who
have been his warmest supporters. A member
of the Councll, who lins bean very close to Mayor

Woodwarnd, =ald

1 have stuck to Jim through thick and thin,

but this is the limit. There is nothing to do but
tanke official action. He's disgraced Atlanta

| Only by punishing him can Atlanta remove the

— —

staln
The laws of the city provide for the impeach-
for officlals bring disgroce on the

ment who

narties (o such a I oity, and it is felt by all who have discussed the
Pt 5 s i 3

case, which hax been the chief topic at the City
Hall to-day, that there would be no trouble in
finding the Mavor gullty. The Council is not
friendly to Mr. Woodward, and there is no
chanee for his friends to obtain mercy for him.

LAKE BOATS CONDEMNED.

\Five on Hopatcong Lose Licenses

on Reinspection.

25—

T N. J., Aug. As the result of a
special Inspection ordered by Governgr Stokes
at the instance of Assistant Secretary J. B. R
of the State Department, a formal de-
nd was made to-day for the return of five
State Heenses Issued to steamers on Lake Hopat-
cong:.  The steamers condemned as unsafe are
14he Alametvong, the Musconetcong, the Narrii-
cong., the ‘kawanna and the Hopateong.

The inspection, made hy Willlam H. Lewis, of
Morristown, formerly one of the beard of steam-
boat inspectors of New-Jersey, was the result
of a controversy belween two of the present In-
spretors as to whether a license should be grant-
od 1o one of the boats on the lake, leading to a
ween the rival Black and White Hines

enton,

Smith,

querrel bet

and grave charges that the machinery of the
hoats was defective., In some cases the hulls
were s rotten that they could be punctured

with the finger. Thers was also a general dis-
regard of the requirements for life preservers
the maximum nomber of passengers.
=stigation s also disclosed the fact
that the State laws on the subject are so defec-
tive as to make thelr enforcement doubtful.
Amnendinents to these will be recommended by
Governor Stokes in his next message to the
ture

les CIfL, owner of the Gladys, and Moses
Spencer, owner of the H. W, Fuch, refused to
allow an inspection of their craft. The Secre-
tary of State wiote to-day to thelr owners, ask-
ing them to submit to inspection.

On July 20 of this year the sldewhee]l steamer
Musconetcong went down on Lake Hopatcong
after striking rock. More than one hundred
amd fifty persons were yn hoard. but were res-
cucd by the steamer Alda and several rowboats,
The steamer had just left the Ithanel pler and
was blown against the rock by a heavy wind.

PFISTER WINS CASE.

legis

Civil Suit Vietory Practically Nulli-
fies " Boodle” Indictment.

[By Telograph to The Tribune )

Milwnukee. Aug. % —Charles F. Pflster, the
wealthy politiclan, s practieally free of the in-
dictment brought against him by the **boodle” In-
vestization grand jury. To-day be obtalned an
admisslon from the Wisconsin Rendering Company
in n eivil court sult that he owsd them nothing.
Thi= nullifies the Indictmeni returned by the grand
Jury three weeks ago for the larceany of $1.30 from
the rendering company

BOLT LEFT PICTURE ON BODY. .
which on Thursday night killed

harles May ot C'Hifside Park seared the image
of a tree trunk. with clearly outlined branches
o lsaves  on thves different parts of his body

£ Ry was closing a whindow pear o laigs tre
vhen stoacks s lett ear and the halr sboat It
werd bisrmald

Lightning

CZAR SENDS

Portsmouth. N. H.. Aug. 25.
ciated Press is permitted to announce that
Fmperor Nicholas's to President
Rooseveit's latest appeal was partially ve-

spousive.
“DOOR

answer

STILL OPEN."

M. Witte, However, Does Not Think
Future Bright.

(From s Specinl Correspondent of The Tribune

Portsmouth, N. H., Aug. Z5—"The door of
peace is still open, but | cannot say that tha
future seems bright. Really, there has been no
change in the situation during the last twenly-
four hours. The two cable dispatches which |
received last night from St. Petersburg did not
alter the situation in the slightast”

This brief statement, made by M. Witte this
evening, practically sums np the news at orts-
mouth, 8t. Petersburg, Tokio and Oyster Bay
having become for the time the real news
fountains.

Speaking privately, M. Witte and Minister
Takahira both expressed the opinion that the
negotiations wouli fail. M. Witte has even
said that be believed the next meeting of the
plenipotentinries would be the last. No definite
decision regarding the next meeting has been
reached. M. Witte has suggested that the con-
ference convene at $:30 o'clock to-morrow morn-
fng. Baron Komura replied that 3 o'clock to-
morrow afternoon might do as well. It Is also
possible that the next sesslon will be postponed
until Tuesday.

The sensation of the day has been the denial
of the Lamsdorff interview, which denlal has
assumed many forms, while in ftself It has
served to throw doubt over all news cabled

Czar to Ambassador Meyver heas drawn from
the Japanese a protest against the suggestion
that they entertain the slightest desire for fresh
territorinl conguests, and they emphasize the
fact that the war grew out of Russia’s repudi-
ated promilses, and that even now they seek
only to recover the cost of that war and an

nggressive policy which forced the war.

A leading Japanese, commenting on the spe-
¢lal dlspatch to this morning’s Tribune, re-
marked that It more fact than
poetrs,” and admitted that even the most sue-
cessful confinnation of the war might not en-
able Japan to collect an Indemnity from Russia.

“The Russians may do as you suggest,” he
sald. “They may yield Viadivostok, as theéy
vielded Port Arthur; they may retreat to Lake
Baikal, or iheir army may be annihilated, and
still they may refuse to pay an Indemnity. Yet
untii Russin—not alone the Emperor, but all
Russin—realizes that she Is defeated, there can
be no safety for Japan from hersfurther en-

“contalued

eronchment.”

The prospects for peace, so far as they can
be fudged from the exterior, are certainly dabl-
ous thiz evening, but there iz really no change
from the situation of last night, and all the
common sense rensons given In last night's dis-
patch in support of the propesition that the
negotiations should end suecessfully stlll hold
good.

Baron Komurt and several wmembers of the
Japanese mission visited the ecotton mills at
AManchester to«day, accomj anied by Governor
MelLane. Baron Losen returned from Magnolia
in the forenoon. M. Witte remained in his
apartments throughont the day, and Minister
Takallra did the same.

The extreme heat of yesterday has given place
to a vool wave, but the mosguitoes consiitute
as great a pest as ever, working indoors and
out twenty-four hours & day, aml wasting ne

DECIDED HOPE OF PEACE.

St. Petersbure Told That Agreement
in Principle Has Been Reached.

{By The Associnted Press |

St Petersburg, Auz. 26, 2:20 a. m—Acconding
to information coming from a member of the
fmperial family, 2 AL
Witte vesterday which is considered at Peterhof
as offering n decided hope of peace.
Portsmonth correspondent, re-

dispateh was sent 1o

The “Slovo’s
porting the arrival of an “eagerly expected dis-
pateh,” quotes M. Witte as saying that his en-
deavor to influence 8t. Petershurg was more
suceessfal than he exnected,

The eorrespondent adids that there is grouml
for bope, as an agreement in prineiple has been
reached, aml the guestion now hinges on the
amount of the sum.

DENI 1. BY

M. WITTE.

Says Story from Peterhof Is False
and Without Foundation.

Portsmouth, N. H. Aug. 25.—M. Witte, when
shown a dispatch from St. Petersburg, purpori-

Ing to quote a membar of the imperial family
on the subject of peace, and reciting a portion
of the dispatch sent by the Portsmouth corre-
spondent of the “Slove,” sald this evening:
“The statements are absolutely without founda-
tlon. They are falss from bheginning to end
They have the same foundation as the 'nter.
views with Count Lamsdorff. They are com-
thuually sending out thos= things whlch are

withpat auy busis whatever LE
It I8 feared here by the advocates of peace

from St. Petersburg. The reported reply of the |

Jnsurnnce agaiist a repetition by Russis of the

His Answer o President’s Messige
' tally Responsive.”
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Dispatches Continually Passiny Betwsea Oyster Bay and Tokio and St. Petersburg—e
Baron Kaneko Again Visits the President.

that of the nsw treaty hetwess

n,
Great ardd Jepan., which convention 8
mach broader than thet now in fores, m hava
lhw_ r.'lecg of materfalls strengthening the attl=-
tude cf the government at Tokio »

“RESTS WITH RUSSIA"
Baion Kancko Agein .at Oyﬂtl;
Bay.

T=legraph o The Tribune. ]
Aug. I3 —Baron Kanekeo, the

of the Tokin government, came
1o Oyster Bay this morning for the purposs of

leaming the answer of the Czar to the last
proposition offered by Japan through President
Roosgevel; Thoush very guarded In his lan-
Buage. e made i quite plain, after his tulk at
Sagamore HIll, that Japan has made all the
concessior to Hussia that she deemed econ-
sistent with jestice, and If peace ts the result
from the Portsmouth negotiations, the Czar's
envoys must 2gree o the terms aid down.
“What

M
Bay
mysterious agent

(hvster

=

we want (s peace, whth justice fop
Japan: peace, with honor for Russia,”~ was the
way Beron Kaneko deseribed the attitude of

Tokio

Baron Kaneko cume in on the 10211 a m.
train, In the midst of a downpour of rain. It
was the sixth time he had visited Oyster Bay
since the peace regotiations hegan. As he
walked through the station (v reach Acting Sec-
retary Barnes's corriage, which was awalting
him, Baron Kaneko was asked his opinion of the
“outlook for pemce.”

“It i= like the weather,” he said, peinting up
at the weeping clouas.

“What do you think of Count Lamsdorfl's
statement In whirh he declarea that Russia
will neither pay a cent of Indemnity nor give
an Inch of territory to Japan®

“I think he is making a mistake™ the Baron
replled.

“De you think it is a bluff™

“Well, It seems to be official, =0 I supposs we
will bave to swallow [t.," he sald as he climbed
into the carriage

After Baron Kaneko returned to the stattomy
from his visit to the President’'s home he fure
ther explalned Japan's attitude.

“Why should we make any more concess
gions?" he asked. “Have we not done every=
thing that could be expected of us? Tp to date
the war has cost Japan 1500000000 yen. Thas,
ts $U00,000,000. The papers say that we offer 1
settle for SAO0000 (48, [2 not that very reason-
able &

“Do you think it will be peace or war, mm'.'"

"It looks like a deadlock,” e replied.

“Then you think there s no chance of ld
agreement >

“Oh, how can I tell!” he exclaimed “To-daw|
¥ou sce the raln and the dark skiea It is [ike
the outlook at Portsmouth. But to-morrow th
rain may have ceased and the skies may
smilfig. So it may be at Portsmouth. It
rests with Russla. She wanted peace, She mﬁ
have It. All we want i= peace with justice fm'i
Japan; peace, with honor for Russia"

Baron Kaneko then changed the subject to the
tremendous influence wielded by the newspapers
men. “You are mere potent than statesmen™
he said. “You can write things that will make
peace or war. Why don’t you go back to your
offices and write fer peace?"

“Why don’t you tell us what to write?™ ro
torted the biarneved writers

“Oh, I cannot do that, for [ am nobody.” ree
pited the self-effacing baron. “Go to Portse
mouth. The envoys will meet at 3 to-morrows
afternoon.”

“Do you expect to visit the President again ™®
“Who knows? he asked, with a shrug of hf;
shoulders

JAPAN MAY TAKE LESS.,

Indications That She Would Scale
Dowen Indemnity.

By The Assoclated Press
Portsmouth, N. H, Aug —The peace cone
fersnce seemrs headed stralght for the rocks. Dee
spite the fact that every question of principle
Involved in hetwean the two couns=
tries has been settled in favor of the vietor, and
that In reality “words and money™ stil}

o

the quarrel

only

energy in singing, merely stinging continuensly. | .. of a final rupture

l

separate them, the negotiatlons seem o3 the
The air was filled to—
night with gleomy forebodings, as superficially
everything Indicated that to-morrow's session of
the conference will prove the last. In the most
positive fashion it s declared that no new In-
structions had reached M. Witte up to this
evening which would permit him to entertaln
the conslderation of the compromise proposition
submitted b» Baren Komura on Wednesday.
and, therefore, unless Japan has a new proposal
to make to-morrow all that seems to remain Is
for the plemipotentiaries to meet, sign a declara-
tion that the conference has finished its labors,
shake hands and part as enemijes,

But there are still voknown factors in the sit-
which In a twinkling might cause
a change. The result of Preshlent Rocsevelt's
second appeal directly tn Emperor Nicholas
has not transpired, and the result of the press-
ure o= fapan Lo alter the forme of her propossl
by the ellmination of a set price for the north-
erne half of Saghallen is not known But tha
indications on both polntz are reassuring.
The presa dispatches from Tolio nnd St Peters-
burg. read with the most Iniernse Intersst herw,
indicate an Intransigeant aititude on the part of
both governments, Yot bLeth are nnxh‘m! fow

uation

not

peace, and only “words and money™ har thae
path.
Prolauly it I» not a question of more than

SUTOONL AN, yet the Japaness g
thelr demands, Thelr people m
The Je

doggedly to
Treware Insist on
i authority,
whe 4if not « <1, when asked
so-nizht whether, for the sdnire of peacs, Japan
wouald yleld fariber, reollnd the dia-
paiches from Tokle amnd draw soer owvn con-
clusions."

Neverthslews, thers = worrant for thy stage-
ment that they are nu o hintlacablie as they
appear. and from a2 conversaifon te-nithe the

mast
onredl his peswis

COMpETeT
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$2.30 TO ATLANTIC CITY AND RETURM.

Aunday excursion, ALgusi L vle Peans Ivanig
Railroad. Special train leaves New-Tork &€ & m
-umwni at Newark and Eis et Wel: Y
leas ea Atlantic Uity S0 pow—adw,



